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thou art that pronouncest it, thou dost pronounce thy own
discredit. Why so ? for that thou dost what lieth in thee to
pronounce the prince to be perjured . . . For the Queen's
Majesty is the head of the law, and must of necessity maintain
the law; for by the law her Majesty is made justly our
Queen, and by it she is most chiefly maintained . . . The
King ought not to be under man, but under Qul jiid^unSer
trTe~Ta?w, "because the law maketh him a Kingssl_LJUI_gray you_
mark the reason why my authority1 saith, 'The King ought
to be under the law/ for, saith he, * He is G-od's vicegerent upon
earth/ that is, his lieutenant to execute and do his will, the
which is law or justice ; and thereunto wns her Majesty sworn
at her coronation, as I have heard learned men in this place
sundry times affirm; unto the which I doubt not "bufc her
Majesty will, for her honour and conscience sake, have special
regard, for free speech and conscience in this place are granted
by a special law, as that without the which the prince and
state cannot be preserved or maintained.

Now the other was a message 2, Mr Speaker, brought the
last session into the House that we should not deal in any
matters of religion, but first to receive from tlie bishops. Surely
this was a doleful message^ for it was as much as to say, ' Sirs,
ye shall not deal in God's causes, no, ye shall in no wi?e seek to
advance His glory' . . . Certain it is, Mr Speaker, that none is
without fault, no, not our noble Queen, since her Majesty hath
committed great fault, yea dangerous faults to herself. Love,
even perfect love, void of dissimulation, will not suffer me to
hide them to her Majesty's peril, but to utter them to her
Majesty's safety: and these they are. It is a dangerous thing
in a prince unkind'y to abuse his or her nobility and people,
and it is a dangerous thing in a prince to oppose or bend
herself against her nobility and people, yea against most loving
and faithful nobility and people.

... I do surely think, before God I speak it, that the bishops
were the cause of that doleful message; and I will show you
what moveth me so to think. I was, amongst others, the last
parliament sent unto the bishop of Canterbury, for the Articles
of Religion that then passed this Hou?e. He asked us, Why we
1 Bractoa.                 2 See above, p. 120 (J).